
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, April 6, 2016  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert 
E. Galati, Albert A. Natelli, Jr. and Peter J. Romano, Jr. (arrived 6:06 pm); Director of 
Recreation David A. Lapreay, Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael S. Manware 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Natelli, to accept the Minutes 
of the March 2, 2016 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:   
1. Skip Griffin, President, Western Baseball League.  Mr. Griffin said this year they took a 
survey amongst the parents, and the biggest complaint was the rest rooms.  There is only one 
ladies room and one mens room.  On Saturdays there are about 300 people there (and probably 
500 on opening day), meaning very long lines to use the rest room.  Mr. Griffin handed out some 
information regarding the idea of another building with additional rest rooms.  They are 
considering a 20 x 15 building (about 275 square feet).  He has spoken with one contractor so far 
and the estimated cost would be $80-$90 a square foot for the building and does not include 
connecting to the septic.  It was suggested that Mr. Griffin check with the Building Department 
regarding codes, etc.  There was discussion about extending the current building but there is not 
enough room.  There was also discussion of any sewer in the area (like West Street) and whether 
or not they would be required to connect.  At this time Commissioner Romano arrived, and he 
said the sewer assessment has to do with the frontage of the property.  It would not apply in this 
case.  He commented that North brings in port-o-lets in the summer.  Mr. Griffin said they 
usually do not use them except last year they did because of a burst pipe.  It gets expensive.  He 
is open to options and came here to see if it is viable.   
 
Chairman said he is always in favor of improving the parks but it sounded like there were some 
things that need to be investigated first.  Commissioner Romano asked if one of the parents 
might be an architect as that would be extremely helpful.  You need to be aware of ADA 
compliance, layouts of the doors, etc. He also mentioned that there is a product that is a pre-fab 
concrete building that is ADA compliant; it is dropped on site and you hook it up.  It may be 
expensive but worth considering.  Mr. Manware has information on this type of product and 
would share it with Mr. Griffin.  The board recommended that Mr. Griffin keep in touch with 
Mr. Lapreay who will update the board.  Mr. Griffin thanked the board for their comments and 
left the meeting at this time. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 



4-6-16 Park Board Minutes; page 2 

 

 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay gave an update on programs. 
1) Playground camp registration opened last Saturday online.  Three sessions filled up in 15 
minutes and there are probably two spaces left in session four.  There were some issues where 
folks registered their kids multiple times.  Julia kept up with cleaning it up and opening some 
spaces on Saturday.  The program is really popular but we can’t do more than 120 per session. 
 
2) Music on the Green starts May 25th.  Jerry Limmer and Mr. Lapreay have a meeting at the end 
of the week.  About 99% of the bands are booked.  Brochures should be out in early May. 
 
3) Adult summer softball registration ended.  Mr. Lapreay is almost done with the schedule.  
There are 33 mens and 10 womens teams.  There are two less mens teams than last year; women 
teams are the same. 
 
4) Summer Kids Series on Tuesday nights at Rec Park starts June 28th.  Schedule is ready and 
will be going to print. 
 
5) Skyhawks Camps – two new camps in cooperation with Skyhawks for ages 3-4 and 5-7.  They 
filled up and we were able to extend it to the limit we can take.  They will be held at DePaolo in 
the gym and the back basketball court on Tuesday nights. 
 
6) Spring tennis program is filled and begins on April 19th.  This is new; there was a big 
response.  Mr. Lapreay is working on the summer program to be held at the high school. 
 
7) Special needs camp has been named Camp RISE (Recreation Integrated into Social 
Experiences).  Mr. Lapreay worked with the parents on the name.  He is taking applications from 
paras to work at the camp.  He also reached out to local civic groups for donations.  He had some 
great responses but no money from the civic groups as yet.  Private groups have donated about 
$2,500 or so.  There is good feedback. 
 
The football lighting project was delayed but is now set for the week of April 25th.  It will 
probably take four weeks to complete. 
 
The Alzheimer’s Association of CT has requested to use the linear trail on June 20th.  They 
would like to set up tables from Zingarella’s to Smokin with Chris to pass out brochures.  June is 
Brain Awareness Month.  They will probably team up with the Alzheimer’s group in town; this 
is the Connecticut Chapter.  If agreeable, Mr. Lapreay will call them tomorrow.  No one had any 
problem with it. 
 
Pavilion and rental fees.  Mr. Lapreay spoke with Mr. Romano about this.  We get groups from 
within the school system that want to use the pavilion and we have always charged them the 
rental fee.  Our groups do not get charged a rental fee by the Board of Education.  Mr. Lapreay 
felt it would be right to reciprocate.  After discussion, Commissioner Natelli made a motion to 
waive fees for the Southington BOE/schools that want to rent the pavilion with the caveat that 
they are responsible and will be charged for any maintenance needed as a result.  Seconded by 
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Commissioner DeFeo and carried with one abstention (Romano). 
 
FilipekTournament/Wayton Open.  It’s that time of year again. We have given cases of tennis 
balls as a donation.  Last year we also donated to the Wayton Open.  It was the consensus of the 
board to do the same as last year. 
 
Rental fees for the fields.  This has come up a few times.  Mr. Lapreay didn’t know if the board 
wished to discuss or wait.  Chairman said we all have the information.  Everyone should be 
prepared to discuss it at the next meeting.   
 
Turf field.  We charge $5 registration fee for the youth leagues, and they are getting usage of it.  
He just wanted the board to be aware that the leagues are getting usage of the field.  
Commissioner Natelli asked how much was in the turf field account since he believes it will 
probably need to be replaced in about 10 years.  Mr. Lapreay said there is a Turf Fund and he can 
get numbers for the next meeting. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the 
report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware said water meters for the leagues have been installed.  It has been ongoing with the 
freezing temperatures so he asked them to keep a faucet dripping. 
 
Some grading work was done on Rec B softball field.  It has been an issue for many years.  It’s 
been about 10 years since this amount of work was done.  We will be putting in new bases. 
 
Completed for this year removing the pines at the Rec; probably took out 18-20 this year.  There 
are a few left that will die.  We may try and pursue an Urban Forestry Grant to get some help 
down the road. 
 
Ornamental prunings are completed.  Also addressed some town trees. 
 
Mr. Manware said he had one candidate, Keith Lemieux, who completed the CPO (Certified 
Pool Operator) course and passed the test. 
 
Turf field maintenance at the high school was done late last week, field prep and vandalism 
repairs at Panthorn.  He is trying to coordinate with a contractor for a light to shine in the parking 
lot.  No new vandalism was reported.  The light will happen soon.  Discussion followed 
regarding security at Panthorn Park.  Mr. Manware will send information he received to the 
commissioners.  (Commissioner Natelli excused himself from the meeting at this time – 6:40 
pm).   
 
In response to a question about the complaint of cracks at the tennis courts, Mr. Manware said 
Vermont Recreational will fill cracks per warranty and address new cracks accordingly. 
 
Mr. Manware said he met with South baseball about doing a kiosk with a map where everybody 
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parks (in front of South End School) to show where all the different fields are located.  The 
league is working with SignPro on the maps. Members thought this was a good idea, especially 
for people who come from out of town and that it might be useful in other parks.  Mr. Manware 
will continue to work with the league. 
 
Commissioner Galati made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks, seconded by Commissioner Romano.  Motion carried. 
 
Discussion followed regarding a discussion Commissioner Romano had with Chris Pierce about 
a program that Little League is doing called 50/70 – 50 ft. to the bases and 70 ft. to the mound.  
It is an attempt to keep 13 year olds interested.  South and West have put together teams for it.  
North wants to do it but they are land locked.  The only field that might work encroaches on the 
football field.  The high school was discussed but there is a union issue as far as weekend use of 
mechanical equipment.  Union workers must do the work so it would have to be paid.   
Commissioner Romano expects to hear more about it.  Some discussion followed regarding the 
North possibly using the South or West fields since there are only a small amount of teams 
involved.  More to follow. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Chairman said a while ago we started talking about what is the role and responsibility of the 
board and what is the responsibility of the leagues with regards to the maintenance of the 
grounds and buildings.  It was never clearly defined.  It is a good idea to have a better 
understanding of what the town is going to be responsible for and what the leagues would be 
responsible for.  The lease agreement covers the buildings.  The leagues take care of the 
concessions, etc.  Functionality of the buildings, such as the rest rooms, is something to think 
about. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting 
by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried.  Meeting adjourned at 
6:57 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


